The use of polarised light in biomicroscopy allows discrimination of lenticular features which are not discernible using standard biomicroscopic techniques. Slit lamp biomicroscopy has been a standard clinical technique throughout this century and is the major method used for observing and assessing cataracts.
. 
METHODS

Subjects without retinal pathology (4 men, 8 women;
age range 56-73 years, mean 63 (5.09) years) were selected from a private practice in Melbourne, Australia. Lenses from one eye of 9 and both eyes of 3 individuals were used in the study; the former group had implants in the eye not photographed.
They were refracted, and their corrected visual acuity (VA) was determined to the nearest letter.
After pupil dilation (with 1 drop of 0.5% tropica mide) lenses were photographed using a Shin Nippon In order to compare results obtained by the two methods, we set up a scale of weights for the various photographic appearances (Table I) Where more than one weight factor was pertinent, the larger was used. Spearman's rank correlation coefficients were calculated for comparisons between
LogMAR values and the appropriate data from Table I for each patient; averages were used for the 3 patients where results for two eyes were obtained.
RESULTS
The details of the 12 subjects are shown in Table II .
In all cases where VA was 0.8++ (61715++, 20/25++; LogMAR = -0.075) or better the images seen through the crossed polarisers showed a less dense lenticular haze and enhanced visibility of details such as punctate opacities (Fig. 2) . In the photograph in In cases with greater visual impairment, in which opacities may not be superficial and hence may be (a) (b) Fig. 2 . Photographs of the lens from an eye with VA of 1-(subject 1, Table 11 ) taken using (a) PLB and (b) standard biomicroscopy matched to Fig. 2a for brightness attentuation.
(a) (b) Fig. 3 . Photographs of the lens from an eye with VA of 0.67-(subject 5, Table 11 ) iaken using (a) PLB and (b) standard biomicroscopy matched to Fig. 3a for brightness attenuation.
(a) (b) Fig. 4 . Photographs of the lens from an eye with VA of 0.67-(subject 7, Table 11 ) taken using (a) PLB and (b) standard biomicroscopy matched to Fig. 4a for brightness attenuation. 
